
Individuals with disabilities needing auxiliary aid(s) may request assistance by contacting the 
Community Development Office at 448 E. 1st Street, Ste. 112, Salida, CO 81201, Ph.719-530-
2628 at least 48 hours in advance. 

Planning Commission Regular Meeting  
448 E. 1st Street, Room 190 Salida, Colorado 81201 

 

January 26, 2026 at 6:00 PM 

Agenda 
Email public comments to: planning@cityofsalida.com 
Please register for the Planning Commission Meeting: 

https://register.gotowebinar.com/rt/1909092342220683277 
After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining the 

webinar. To watch live meetings: 
http://www.youtube.com/@cityofsalidacolorado  

Call to Order by Chairman 

Roll Call 

Approval of the Minutes 

1. Approve Minutes of January 13, 2026 

Unscheduled Citizens 

Amendment(s) to Agenda 

Public Hearings 

Public Hearings will follow the following procedure: A. Open Public Hearing B. Proof of 
Publication C. Staff Review of Application/Proposal D. Applicant’s Presentation (if applicable) E. 
Public Input F. Close Public Hearing G. Commission Discussion H. Commission Decision or 
Recommendation 

2. Recommendation on Proposed R2 Zoning for the 5-H LLC Annexation 

3. Code Text Amendment to Implement State Requirements Related to the Prohibition Of 
Nonfunctional Turf, Artificial Turf, and Invasive Plant Species Under Senate Bill 24-005 

Updates 

Unfinished Business 

New Business 

Commissioners' Comments 

Adjourn 

Alternate Notice 

**An alternate can only vote on, or make a motion on an agenda item if they are designated as 
a voting member at the beginning of an agenda item. If there is a vacant seat or a conflict of 
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Individuals with disabilities needing auxiliary aid(s) may request assistance by contacting the 
Community Development Office at 448 E. 1st Street, Ste. 112, Salida, CO 81201, Ph.719-530-
2628 at least 48 hours in advance. 

interest, the Chairman shall designate the alternate that will vote on the matter. If a Voting 
member shows up late to a meeting, they cannot vote on the agenda item if the alternate has 
been designated. 
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Individuals with disabilities needing auxiliary aid(s) may request assistance by contacting the Community 
Development Office at 448 E. 1st Street, Ste. 112, Salida, CO 81201, Ph.719-530- 2628 at least 48 hours in advance. 

 

Planning Commission Regular Meeting 

448 E. 1st Street, Room 190 Salida, Colorado 81201 

January 13, 2026 at 6:00 PM 
 

 

Draft Minutes  

Email public comments to: planning@cityofsalida.com   
Please register to attend the meeting: https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_xjx49yp6TRKd4wWX5LzyUw 

After registering, you will receive a confirmation email about joining the webinar. 
To watch live meetings: http://www.youtube.com/@cityofsalidacolorado 

Call to Order by Chairwoman – 6:00 PM 

Roll Call 

Present: Bomer (acting chairwoman), Derwingson, Layton, Bush, Walsh (alt., will vote on all 
items) 
Absent: Follet, Riggs (alt.) 
Staff: Almquist, Hodges, Sherwood 
 
Amendments to Agenda – None 

Approval of the Minutes 

1. Approve Minutes of September 22, 2025 

Motion by Bush, second by Derwingson to approve the Minutes of September 22, 
2026 

MOTION APPROVED 5-0 

Unscheduled Citizens - None 

Unfinished Business - None 

New Business 

2. Discussion on Short Term Rental Caps  

Motion by Layton, second by Derwingson to recommend City Council approval of 
the citywide short-term rental (STR) caps as proposed by staff, as well as 
encourage City Council to consider removing the residency from the MC district. 
 
MOTION APPROVED 5-0 
 

Public Hearings 

Public Hearings will follow the following procedure: A. Open Public Hearing B. Proof of 
Publication C. Staff Review of Application/Proposal D. Applicant’s Presentation (if applicable) E. 
Public Input F. Close Public Hearing G. Commission Discussion H. Commission Decision or 
Recommendation 

3. Request for Approval for Topo Coffee Condition Use: Downtown Street patio located at 
211 F Street.  
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Development Office at 448 E. 1st Street, Ste. 112, Salida, CO 81201, Ph.719-530- 2628 at least 48 hours in advance. 

 

Motion by Derwingson, second by Bush to recommend the conditional use for the 
downtown street patio to be located in front of Coffee by Topo at 211 F Street, as 
submitted, subject to the conditions recommended by staff.  

MOTION APPROVED 5-0 

4. The Sundry Creative Sign located at 135 W First Street.  

Motion by Layton, second by Bush to recommend to approve the creative sign permit 
application for a marquee sign to be located at the Sundry 135 W 1st Street, as 
submitted. 

MOTION APPROVED 5-0 

Updates 

Commissioners' Comments 

Adjourn – 7:42 PM 

Motion by Bush, second by Derwingson to adjourn the meeting 

MOTION APPROVED 5-0 

Alternate Notice 

**An alternate can only vote on or make a motion on an agenda item if they are designated as 
a voting member at the beginning of an agenda item. If there is a vacant seat or a conflict of 
interest, the Chairman shall designate the alternate that will vote on the matter. If a Voting 
member shows up late to a meeting, they cannot vote on the agenda item if the alternate has 
been designated.  
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Recommendation on Proposed R2 Zoning of the 5-H LLC Annexation 
  Planning Commission Public Hearing Agenda January 26, 2026        Page 1 of 4 

 

   
PLANNING COMMISSION STAFF REPORT 

 
MEETING DATE: January 26, 2026 
 
AGENDA ITEM TITLE: Recommendation on Proposed R2 Zoning for the 5-H LLC Annexation 
 
AGENDA SECTION: Public Hearing 
  

REQUEST / BACKGROUND  

Following annexation of their 15.06-acre property (Parcel No. 368131400015) into the City of Salida, 
the applicants, 5-H LLC represented by Walt Harder, Dustin Hughes, and Britt Hughes initially 
requested to zone the property to R3 Higher-Density Residential. That zoning was initially approved by 
City Council via Ordinance 2025-15 but then the approval was subsequently repealed by City Council 
via Ordinance 2025-22 following the filing of a successful petition. Properties are required by state 
statute to be zoned within 90 days of annexation, and therefore the applicant has returned with a 
request to zone the property with the less intensive R2 Medium-Density Residential district. The 
request will be processed via the (previous) code that was in effect as of 12/15/25.  
 

The property is located east of Spruce Street and north of West Ouray Avenue and highlighted in 
yellow below:  
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Recommendation on Proposed R2 Zoning of the 5-H LLC Annexation 
  Planning Commission Public Hearing Agenda January 26, 2026        Page 2 of 4 

 

Surrounding Land Use and Zoning: Surrounding properties to the north and south are primarily 
residential in nature and are zoned primarily R2 Medium-Density Residential, along with some R3 
Higher-Density Residential and MN Mixed-Use Neighborhood. The property immediately to the east is 
owned by the City of Salida, zoned OS Parks & Open Space, and is the location of the Salida Golf 
Club. Properties to the west remain in Chaffee County and are residential in nature. The map shown 
below shows current zoning (under the existing/new code), even though the request will be processed 
under the previous code. 
 
 

City of Salida Zoning Map Excerpt 
 

 

REVIEW STANDARDS FOR ZONING MAP AMENDMENTS (Section 16-4-210): 
 
1. Consistency with the Comprehensive Plan. The proposed amendment shall be consistent with 

the Comprehensive Plan. 
   
• Relevant Comprehensive Plan Policies and Actions Include:  

 
o Action LU&G-I. 1.a. – Amend Salida’s Land Use Code and Zoning Map to advance the 

objectives of this plan and consider appropriate zoning designations, densities and 
overlays that utilize setbacks and promote the traditional historic built environment.  
 
 

 The proposed R2 zoning would allow for uses and densities (Variable Residential 
and Higher-Efficiency Residential) envisioned in the Future Land Use Map as 
shown in the graphic below. 

 
o Action LU&G-I. 1.b. – New development should complement the neighborhood’s mass 

and scale.  
 

 R-2 zoning would be consistent with the existing surrounding zoning. 
 

 

 

Subject 
Property 
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Recommendation on Proposed R2 Zoning of the 5-H LLC Annexation 
  Planning Commission Public Hearing Agenda January 26, 2026        Page 3 of 4 

 

Future Land Use Map – Adopted August 15, 2023 

 
 

o Action LU&G-I.2.a - Encourage projects to use maximum density allowances to make 
the best use of the available infrastructure.  
 R2 zoning would allow a reasonable amount of density and more efficient use of 

available infrastructure than R1 zoning. 
o Action LU&G-I.2.c –Focus new development in the Salida area within the Municipal 

Services Area to ensure adequate provision of services and limit sprawl development 
around the city 
 R2 zoning would allow housing demand to be more easily met within City 

limits/MSA so as to put less pressure on surrounding rural County lands.  
o Action LU&G-II.1.b – Any proposal for annexation will be evaluated with an expectation 

of urban density levels, inclusion of connections to pedestrian and bicycle corridors, 
water availability, and promotion of innovative, creative and energy efficient design. 
 The property has already been annexed and R2 zoning would allow for urban 

density levels, inclusion of connections to pedestrian and bicycle corridors. The 
MSA analysis indicated ample water availability for densities allowed by R2, and 
such densities would also allow for innovative energy efficient design. 
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Recommendation on Proposed R2 Zoning of the 5-H LLC Annexation 
  Planning Commission Public Hearing Agenda January 26, 2026        Page 4 of 4 

 

2. Consistency with Purpose of Zone District. The proposed amendment shall be consistent with 
the purpose of the zone district to which the property is to be designated. 
 

• Per the land use code, the purpose of the R2 Medium-Density Residential zone district is to 
provide for medium-density residential neighborhoods with a variety of single-family dwelling 
forms and smaller multi-family residences.  
 

o The proposed zoning has the capability for creating a medium-density residential 
neighborhood. Therefore, staff supports the request to zone the subject property R2 
Medium-Density Residential. 

 
3. Compatibility with Surrounding Zone Districts and Uses. The development permitted by the 

proposed amendment shall be compatible with surrounding zone districts, land uses and 
neighborhood character. 
 

o As shown in the zoning map above, the proposed zoning classification of R2 Medium-
Density Residential is consistent and compatible with the zoning, uses, and densities of 
the vast majority of adjacent properties also within City limits.  

 
4. Changed Conditions or Errors.  The applicant shall demonstrate that conditions affecting the 

subject parcel or the surrounding neighborhood have changed, or that due to incorrect assumptions 
or conclusions about the property, one (1) or more errors in the boundaries shown on the Official 
Zoning Map have occurred. 
 

o The proposed zoning is occurring because of the requirement to zone the property when 
annexed into the City in accordance with Section 16-4-50 of the Land Use and 
Development Code.   

 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 
Staff recommends the Planning Commission recommend City Council approve the proposed zoning of 
the property as R2 Medium-Density Residential as it is consistent with the Comprehensive Plan and 
other review standards and will accommodate appropriate development densities to support the 
housing goals of the city.  
 
RECOMMENDED MOTION: 

 “I move to recommend City Council __________ the zoning of the 5-H LLC subject property to R2 
Medium-Density Residential, as it meets the applicable review standards.”  
 
 

Page 8 of 31



PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARINGS BEFORE 

THE
PLANNING COMMISSION & CITY COUN-

CIL
FOR THE CITY OF SALIDA CONCERNING

A ZONING APPLICATION
TO ALL MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC AND 
INTERESTED PERSONS: PLEASE TAKE 
NOTICE that on Monday, January 26th, 
2026 at or about the hour of 6:00 p.m., a 
public hearing will be conducted by the City 
of Salida Planning Commission at City 
Council Chambers, 448 East First Street, 
Suite 190, Salida, Colorado and online at the 
following link: https://zoom.us/webinar/regis-
ter/WN_xjx49yp6TRKd4wWX5LzyUw 
The hearing is regarding a zoning re-
quest for a 15.06-acre parcel (Parcel No. 
368131400015) located east of Spruce 
Street and north of West Ouray Avenue. The 
applicant, 5-H LLC, is requesting to zone 
the property R2 Medium Density Residen-
tial. This property was annexed into the City 
via Ordinance 2025-14 on August 19, 2025. 
The property was initially approved for R3 
High-Density Residential zoning via Ordi-
nance 2025-15; however, that zoning was 
subsequently repealed by City Council via 
Ordinance 2025-22 on October 21, 2025 fol-
lowing a sufficiently filed petition. Ordinance 
2025-14 (the Annexation) remains effective.
The general purpose of the hearing is to re-
view the supportive information and consider 
the applicant’s request to zone the property 
R2 Medium-Density Residential. 
Any recommendation by the Planning Com-
mission for the zoning shall be forwarded 
to the City Council for review at a public 
hearing currently scheduled for Tuesday, 
March 3rd, 2026 at City Council Chambers, 
448 East First Street, Suite 190, Salida, Col-
orado and online at the following link: https://
zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_IJIzcmlQT-
gqcTEDomhRz5A 
Interested persons are encouraged to at-
tend the public hearings. Further information 
on the application may be obtained from 
the Community Development Department 
at planning@cityofsalida.com or 719-530-
2638. 
*Please note that it is inappropriate to per-
sonally contact individual Planning Com-
missioners or City Councilors, outside of 
the public hearing, while an application is 
pending. Such contact is considered ex parte 
communication and will have to be disclosed 
as part of the public hearings on the mat-
ter.  If you have any questions/comments, 
you should email or write a letter to staff or 
present your concerns at the public meeting 
via the above link so your comments can be 
made part of the record.
Published in The Mountain Mail January 9, 
2026.
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From: DENISE WENTZ  
Sent: Tuesday, January 20, 2026 1:23 PM 
To: Kristi Keller  
Subject: Fwd: 5H Proposed Zoning  

Please add my email to the packet for the 1/26/25 Planning Commission meeting.  

Denise 

---------- Forwarded message --------- 
From: DENISE WENTZ
Date: Tue, Jan 20, 2026 at 8:04 AM 
Subject: 5H Proposed Zoning 
To: Bill Almquist, Mayor Critelli, Kristi Keller  
Cc: Ralph Wentz  

I am writing as a concerned resident/neighbor to formally object to the 5H LLC R-2 
(Medium Density Residential) zoning application submitted on December 15, 2025, for the 
annexed property known as 5H. While I recognize the need for thoughtful housing growth in 
Salida, this rezoning request is incompatible with the surrounding neighborhoods and fails 
to meet key approval criteria under the City's newly adopted Land Use Code (LUC, effective 
December 22, 2025). Below are the primary reasons for objection: 

Incompatibility with Adjacent Neighborhoods and the New LUC Standards 

The areas immediately surrounding the property (e.g., Mesa Ct., Cochetopa, Cottonwood 
Greens) were zoned R-2 under the prior code but now function and appear more like the 
updated R-1 (Low-Density Residential) district under the 2025 LUC revisions (larger 
minimum lot sizes, lower overall unit counts per acre, and a focus on single-family 
detached homes with greater setbacks). In contrast, the proposed R-2 allows for:  

· Smaller minimum lot sizes (e.g., 3,000–5,625 sq ft for attached/detached units), 

· Higher potential density (~14–17 units/acre base, with incentives), 

· Reduced frontage and setbacks, and 

· Greater building coverage/height allowances (up to 35 ft with setbacks). 

This creates a stark mismatch in scale, character, and intensity compared to the existing 
low-density, larger-lot residential neighborhoods nearby. Approving R-2 here would 
introduce a higher-intensity development that disrupts neighborhood harmony, as required 
by LUC review standards (e.g., Section 16-3-90: compatibility with adjacent uses, no 
significant nuisances or deterioration of environment/community character). 
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Infrastructure Strains and Public Facilities Concerns 

The application defers detailed assessments (e.g., traffic, water/sewer capacity, drainage, 
emergency access) to a future Planned Development/subdivision phase. However, the 
site’s location on the outskirts of Salida already raises questions about adequate facilities. 
Even at base R-2 levels, increased density could exacerbate traffic on local roads, strain 
limited water resources, and impact stormwater/floodplain management without upfront 
mitigation. LUC criteria require demonstration that no deficiencies exist in public facilities. 
This application's vague deferral does not meet this requirement. 

Lack of Trust in the Applicant Due to Historical Conduct 

The applicant (5H LLC, represented by Walt Harder) has a documented history of 
contentious interactions with the community, including public statements during prior 
proceedings (e.g., the R-3 zoning process) perceived as threats of worse outcomes if 
approvals were not granted. This and other actions have severely eroded community trust. 
Allowing this applicant to proceed without addressing these concerns risks further division 
and distrust in Salida. Past behavior is relevant to assessing whether the proposal serves 
the public interest. 

In Summary 

I respectfully request that the Planning Commission recommend denial of the R-2 zoning, 
and that the City Council deny the application. If any rezoning is considered, it should be 
limited to R-1 or similar low-density standards to ensure true compatibility. 

Thank you for your careful consideration of these objections in light of Salida's vision for 
sustainable, harmonious growth. I am available for any questions and appreciate your 
service to our community.  

 

Respectfully, 

Denise Wentz 
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From: Lesly Eckstein  
Sent: Tuesday, January 20, 2026 5:05 PM 
To: Bill Almquist   
Subject: Future Development in Salida  
 
Does our  city council not care about Salida? 
Is it all about the almighty buck? 
As a resident of Mesa Vilkage my husband and I are deeply concerned about the proposed 
building to be taken place of approved. 
  Not only will it change the character of our sub division and also of others it will change 
the whole character of Salida. 
  We do know that building and influx of people need to happen to have Salida grow and 
prosper. 
However, it can be dove tastefully with  green space and keeping the character and charm 
of the city that we know and love. 
     Please hear our voices and concerns . 
  Lesly Eckstein 
Sent from my iPhone 
Sent from my iPhone 
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PLANNING COMMISSION STAFF REPORT 

 
MEETING DATE: January 26th, 2026  
 
AGENDA ITEM TITLE: Code Text Amendment 
 
AGENDA SECTION: Public Hearing  

  
BACKGROUND:  
 
The State of Colorado adopted Senate Bill 24-005 (SB24-005), which requires local governments 
to regulate landscaping for certain projects and property types and, beginning January 1, 2026, 
prohibits local governments from installing or allowing installation of nonfunctional turf, artificial 
turf, and invasive plant species on “applicable property” in connection with covered new 
development and redevelopment. 
 
The attached ordinance amends Chapter 16 of the Salida Land Use Code to implement those 
state requirements through the City’s existing development review processes. The ordinance is 
intended to function as a targeted compliance overlay so applicants and staff can continue to use 
Salida’s existing landscaping standards while ensuring that covered projects do not propose 
prohibited materials in covered areas beginning after passage.  
 
A brief legal and implementation summary is provided in the attached City Attorney Memorandum, 
which is included in the packet as a companion document for City Council and Planning 
Commission review. 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS: 
 
Staff recommends that the Planning Commission recommend City Council approve the proposed 
text of the attached Ordinance Amending Section 16-4-80 of the Salida Land Use Code to 
Implement State Requirements Related to the Prohibition of Nonfunctional Turf, Artificial Turf, and 
Invasive Plant Species Under Senate Bill 24-005. 
 
RECOMMENDED MOTIONS: 
 

A. “I make a motion to recommend that City Council approve the attached ordinance updating 
Section 16-4-80 of the Salida Land Use Code to comply with Senate Bill 24-005 related to 
nonfunctional turf, artificial turf, and invasive plant species.” 
 

Attachments: 
 

A. City Attorney Memo re: SB24-005 Compliance and Proposed Ordinance. 
B. Proposed Ordinance Amending Chapter 16 of the Salida Land Use Code (SB24-005 

Landscaping Compliance). 
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1314 Main Street, Suite 101, Louisville, CO 80027 
betsy@wwfdlaw.com - (303) 376-8515 

Page 1 of 2 
 

MEMORANDUM 

 

To: Planning Commission and City Council  

From: City Attorney’s Office – Michael Farrington, Law Clerk 

Date: 12/30/2025 

Re: Update Local Ordinance for Compliance with State Law SB24-005  

 

 

A. Introduction 

 

This memo provides a brief overview of the state requirements in SB24-005 and summarizes 

the attached draft ordinance prepared to bring the City’s development standards into compliance, 

effective for applicable projects on and after January 1, 2026. 

 
B. Summary of State Law 

 

SB24-005 (now in Article 99 of Title 37, C.R.S.) requires local governments to regulate 

landscaping for certain projects and property types to reduce outdoor water use. The law has two 

key dates and effects: 

 

1. Local adoption deadline. On or before January 1, 2026, each local entity must enact or 

amend ordinances, resolutions, regulations, or other local laws regulating new 

development projects and redevelopment projects on “applicable property” to conform to 

the state requirements.1 

 

2. Project compliance date. On and after January 1, 2026, a local entity may not install, plant, 

or place, or allow any person to install, plant, or place, nonfunctional turf, artificial turf, or 

invasive plant species as part of a new development project or redevelopment project on 

any portion of applicable property within the local entity’s jurisdiction. 

 

For local implementation purposes, the statute’s scope is driven by (1) the type of property 

and (2) the specific landscape area at issue. “Applicable property” includes categories such as 

commercial, institutional, or industrial property and common interest community uses, and it also 

captures certain typically nonfunctional landscape areas associated with development, including 

street rights-of-way, parking lots, medians, and transportation corridors. 

 

The statute also includes practical limits and exceptions. It does not require removal of turf 

or landscaping installed before January 1, 2026, and it expressly exempts artificial turf on athletic 

fields of play from the prohibition. In addition, turf that qualifies as “functional turf” is not 

prohibited, and the law recognizes a limited allowance for turf used as part of a water quality 

treatment solution, subject to the statutory conditions. 

 

C. What the Ordinance Does  

 
1 We are required to abide this, even if this ordinance will end up being slightly after.  
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1314 Main Street, Suite 101, Louisville, CO 80027 
betsy@wwfdlaw.com - (303) 376-8515 

Page 2 of 2 
 

The attached ordinance adds a new Section 16-4-80 to Chapter 16 so the City can 

implement SB24-005 through its existing development review and permitting processes. It is 

written as a focused compliance overlay rather than a full rewrite of the landscaping chapter, so 

applicants and staff can continue using the existing standards while applying the state-law 

prohibitions where required. 

 

First, the ordinance clarifies when the new requirements apply. It ties applicability to new 

development and redevelopment activity on “applicable property” within the City’s jurisdiction, 

with the operative compliance date of January 1, 2026. 

 

Second, it provides an enforceable standard for plan review. The ordinance prohibits 

installation, planting, or placement of nonfunctional turf on applicable property where required by 

SB24-005, and it similarly addresses artificial turf and invasive plant species so staff have a clear 

basis to condition or deny landscape plans that do not comply. 

 

Finally, the ordinance preserves what remains allowed under the statute. It confirms that 

functional turf is not prohibited and recognizes the limited statutory allowances, including civic, 

community, recreational, and water-quality-treatment uses to the extent allowed by law. 

 

D. What are the limits? 

 

The state law does not require the City, or private property owners, to remove or replace 

existing turf or landscaping that was installed before January 1, 2026. The restrictions operate 

prospectively and are intended to be applied through development approvals and permitting when 

covered work occurs. 

 

The law also does not impose a blanket ban on all turf. “Functional turf” remains 

permissible, and the statute recognizes limited allowances for certain civic, community, and 

recreational use areas, as well as turf that is part of a water quality treatment solution, to the extent 

allowed by state law. 

 

Finally, the ordinance is not intended to displace unrelated site design requirements in the 

Code. Standards for trees, screening, buffering, and similar development requirements still apply. 

The new section functions as a compliance overlay that prevents approval of prohibited materials 

in covered areas, while leaving the City’s broader landscaping framework in place. 

 

E. Recommendation 

 

Staff recommends Planning Commission approval of the attached ordinance and a 

recommendation that City Council adopt it to ensure local compliance with SB24-005 by January 

1, 2026. Staff also recommends incorporating any final technical edits identified during review 

(including internal cross-reference corrections and definition cleanup) prior to final adoption. 
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 City Of Salida, Colorado 
 Ordinance No. XX 
 (Series of 2026) 
 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SALIDA, 
COLORADO, AMENDING SECTION 16-4-80 OF THE SALIDA LAND USE 
CODE TO IMPLEMENT STATE REQUIREMENTS RELATED TO THE 
PROHIBITION OF NONFUNCTIONAL TURF, ARTIFICIAL TURF, AND 
INVASIVE PLANT SPECIES UNDER SENATE BILL 24-005 
  

WHEREAS, the City of Salida, Colorado (“City”) is a statutory city organized 
and existing under the laws of the State of Colorado; and 
 

WHEREAS, pursuant to C.R.S. § 31-15-401 and other applicable 
provisions of state law, the City Council (“Council”) possesses the authority to 
adopt ordinances in furtherance of the public health, safety, and welfare; and 
  

WHEREAS, the City has adopted a comprehensive Land Use Code, 
effective December 22, 2025, which establishes landscaping, screening, and 
fencing standards within § 16-4-80; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Colorado General Assembly enacted Senate Bill 24-005, 
codified at C.R.S. § 37-99-101 et seq., requiring local governments to prohibit the 
installation of nonfunctional turf, artificial turf, and invasive plant species on 
specified property types beginning January 1, 2026; and 
 

WHEREAS, the City Council finds that it is in the best interests of the City 
and its residents to amend the new Land Use Code to ensure consistency with 
state law, promote water conservation, and clarify landscaping standards 
accordingly; 
 
 Now, therefore, be it ordained by the City Council of the City of Salida, 
Colorado, that: 
 

Section 1. The foregoing recitals are incorporated herein as conclusions, 
facts, determinations, and findings by Council.    
 

Section 2. Section 16-4-80 of the Land Use Code of the City of Salida, 
Colorado (effective December 22, 2025) is hereby amended by adding a new 
subsection (c)(1)(c) Restrictions on Nonfunctional Turf, to read in full as follows:  
 

Sec. 16-4-80. Landscaping, Screening, and Fencing. 
(c) Landscaping Standards. 
(1) General. 
(c) Restrictions on Nonfunctional Turf 

Beginning January 1, 2026, the installation, planting, or placement of 
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nonfunctional turf, artificial turf, or invasive plant species as part of a new 
development project or redevelopment project is prohibited on all applicable 
property, as defined in C.R.S. § 37-99-102, and consistent with C.R.S. § 37-
99-101 et seq. For purposes of this section: 

 
1. Applicable property has the meaning set forth in C.R.S. § 37-

99-102(1) and includes: 

a. Commercial, institutional, or industrial uses; 

b. Common interest community lots; or 

c. A street right-of-way, parking lot, median, or 

transportation corridor. 

Applicable property does not include residential property and uses. 

 

2. Artificial turf means an installation of synthetic materials 

developed to resemble natural grass, consistent with C.R.S. § 37-99-

102(2). 

 

3. Functional turf means turf that is located in a recreational use 

area or other space that is regularly used for civic, community, or 

recreational purposes, which may include playgrounds, sports fields, picnic 

grounds, amphitheaters, portions of parks, and golf course play areas, as 

described in C.R.S. § 37-99-102(7). 

 

4. Nonfunctional turf means turf that is not functional turf and 

includes turf located in a street right-of-way, parking lot, median, or 

transportation corridor, as defined in C.R.S. § 37-99-102(13). 

 

5. Maintenance of turf or artificial turf installed prior to January 

1, 2026, is permitted; however, expansion, replacement, or reinstallation 

must comply with this subsection. 

 
 

Section 3. Section 16-4-80 of the Land Use Code of the City of Salida, 
Colorado (effective December 22, 2025) is hereby amended by adding a new 
subsection (b)(2)(d) Redevelopment and Nonfunctional Turf, to read in full as 
follows:  

 
Sec. 16-4-80. Landscaping, Screening, and Fencing. 
(b) Applicability. 
(2) Additions or Modifications. 
(d) Redevelopment and Nonfunctional Turf.  
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Any redevelopment subject to subsection (b)(2) that includes 
installation, planting, placement, expansion, replacement, or 
reinstallation of turf, artificial turf, or landscape materials shall comply 
with Section 16-4-80(c)(1)(c) (Restrictions on Nonfunctional Turf). 

 
Section 4. Severability: The provisions of this Ordinance are severable and 

the invalidity of any section, phrase, clause, or portion of this Ordinance as 
determined by a Court of competent jurisdiction shall not affect the validity or 
effectiveness of the remainder of the Ordinance. 
 

Section 5. Typographical changes and renumbering. Upon adoption, this 
Ordinance shall be codified in the Salida Municipal Code. The City Clerk is 
authorized to make non-substantive edits necessary for codification, including 
renumbering, re-lettering, updating internal cross-references, and correcting 
typographical, formatting, and grammatical errors, provided such edits do not alter 
the substance or intent of this Ordinance. 

 
Introduced on First Reading, on the 17th day of February, 2026, adopted and 
ordered published in full in a newspaper of general circulation in the City of Salida 
by the City Council on the 9th day of January, 2026, and set for Second Reading 
and Public Hearing on the 3rd day of March, 2026. 

 
Introduced on Second Reading, finally adopted and ordered published in full, by 
the City Council on the 3rd day of March, 2026. 
 

City Of Salida, Colorado 
 

__________________________
_ 

Mayor Justin Critelli 
[SEAL] 

 
ATTEST: 

 
___________________________ 
City Clerk/Deputy Clerk 
 
Published in Full in the Mountain Mail after First Reading on the ____ day of 
__________, 20__, and by Title only, after final adoption on the ____ day of 
__________, 20__. 

 
 

__________________________
_ 

City Clerk/Deputy City Clerk 
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